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Turtle Keeper Classroom Grants
 

Classroom teachers, apply for one of EEAA’s Turtle Keeper Grants! It can
be used to implement environmental projects, take students on field trips,
or bring environmental speakers to your classrooms.

These are only available to EEAA members that are classroom teachers.
One grant per year is awarded of up to $200. Submit your proposal by
July 30 of each school year and the winner will be announced in August

with the money awarded September through February. Teacher travel and
professional development costs are not eligible, we have other grants for
that. Each award also requires a report or presentation to be made at our
annual EEAA conference. Apply here!

 
EEAA Professional Development Funds

 

EEAAs Professional Development Fund was established to assist
professionals who wish to continue to develop their knowledge in the field
of environmental education. Grant funding is available for financial
assistance to attend professional conferences and workshops. Teachers in
any subject are welcome to apply! Funds can go towards travel costs,
workshop fees, or to pay your substitutes if needed. Join us for Mountains
to Gulf, Alabama Water Watch, or any of the dozens provided statewide
each year. Awards will be presented quarterly. Apply here! 

 
Applications are due by:
Spring quarter: March 1
Summer quarter: June 1

Fall quarter: September 1
Winter quarter: December 1
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Apply for EEAA Grants and PD Funds

https://www.eeaa.us/grants-and-pd-funds
https://www.eeaa.us/grants-and-pd-funds


New Outdoor Classroom!
 

May 4 was the Ribbon Cutting for Athens
Renaissance School’s Outdoor

Classroom. The brainchild of Blair
Baxter, with help from Mike Ezell, this
facility built right on campus has been

certified as a Wildlife Habitat and
Botanical Experience Area for students

to provide experiential learning
experiences in elementary and middle

school levels. Big thanks to Grayson
Carter & Son, Tennessee Valley

Authority, Limestone & Morgan County
Master Gardeners, and the ARS PTO. We

appreciate your support and growth
mindset. This is just the beginning!
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Wildflower Saturday at DeSoto State Park
 

DeSoto State Park recently held the 31st
Annual Wildflower Saturday with presentations

by Park Naturalist Brittney Hughes on Native
Plants of Alabama, and Ila Hatter from North

Carolina on Southeastern Native Plant Folklore.
Hikes were led in the park all day Saturday.

Blooming Rhododendron and Mountain Laurels
graced the landscape of Lookout Mountain.

Guests were able to explore Sandstone Glades,
the Little River watershed, and the biological

wonders of Alabama’s flora and fauna!
 

Written & Submitted by Mike Ezell



Informal science centers that foster partnerships with local schools are
incredibly beneficial for both the institution and the community it serves. For
two years, EEAA board member and Education Outreach Coordinator for the
Alabama Museum of Natural History, Joyia Davis, has been working with Ken
Gaddy’s middle school science classes at the Capitol School in Tuscaloosa
Alabama. The partnership includes multiday visits to the school for formal
classroom lessons and field trips or field science experiences around the city.
This semester, the focus was on insects and involved a two-day visit to the
school and a field trip to Hurricane Creek Park to study aquatic insects.

Students were introduced to the topic with an overview on insects followed by
a pan trap activity at Capitol Park. Students strategically placed yellow pan
traps around Capitol Park and came back the next day to review what insects
were caught. Capitol School students then conducted an assessment of the
water quality at Hurricane Creek Park by searching for macroinvertebrates.
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Museum-School Partnership in Tuscaloosa

This ongoing partnership between the Alabama Museum of Natural History and
the Capitol School has gone beyond the single encounter a typical museum
visit provides. The Capitol School emphasizes a Multiple Intelligence approach
to education for its students in preschool through 12th grade. This partnership
has allowed the museum to interact with the same group of students for two
years and has created a sustainable relationship with the school.

Written & Submitted by Joyia Davis



Hoover High School was recognized by the National Wildlife Federation’s Eco-
Schools USA program for exceptional achievement in educating for sustainability
and improving the environmental footprint of the school grounds, facility, and
curriculum. It is the 3rd school honored in Alabama, and the 180th school in the U.S.
to receive the prestigious Green Flag, the Eco-Schools highest honor.

With more than 5,500 schools in all 50 states, the Eco-Schools USA program is based
on the commitment and work of student-driven teams dedicated to issues such as
reducing waste and consumption, climate resiliency, and environmental justice using
audits, action plans, and other educational resources.

"National Wildlife Federation and Eco-Schools USA are proud of the example set by
Hoover High School,” said Elizabeth Soper, senior director of K-12 Education
Programs. “This award demonstrates not only a commitment to sustainability and
environmental literacy for students and faculty but as well, recognition by the school
community that environment-based education supports and provides an effective
approach to student learning and leadership.” To receive the Green Flag, Hoover
High’s students and faculty tackled a host of sustainability initiatives that began with
forming an Eco-Action team; auditing environmental focus areas; and engaging and
building community. These steps led to projects, like the school’s Outdoor
Classroom, all designed to raise environmental awareness, connect students to the
natural world, improve the school’s environmental footprint, and increase student
engagement while saving money for the school.

“The Outdoor Classroom was inspired by a conversation with Lisa Carey in 2018-
2019,” said Janet Ort, Hoover High School coordinator of environmental sciences
and STEM team coach and former EEAA award winner. “Hoover High is surrounded
by a natural laboratory, but many classes do not have the time to get out. The
BioBucs (the green initiatives branch of the Hoover High STEMpire) decided to
expand the classroom to attain AWF Outdoor Classroom Certification. The process
also supported our attainment of Green Flag certification. Phase One contains
Alabama Wildlife Federation learning stations updated for high schools and we have
added solar stations to support engineering and technology activities. It has been
exciting and inspiring to watch students grow in the planning and execution of a large
idea. We hope that sponsorships, grants, and donations will help us continue.”

Written & Submitted by Traci Ingleright

Hoover High School Eco Award
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EEAA Board Member Claire Datnow will be
presenting a workshop at the Alabama
Writers Cooperative on “The Perks and
Pitfalls of Writing Climate Change.” The

conference, held September 8-10 at O'Neal
Public Library in Mountain Brook, offers a

great opportunity to attend the 2023
Alabama Writers’ Cooperative Centennial

Celebrations and Conference. The keynote
address will be delivered by Current Alabama
Poet Laureate Ashley M. Jones. There will be

an author panel discussion and numerous
writing workshops in multiple genres. This is
an outstanding opportunity to inspire your

writing and to meet with fellow writers.
Click here to register

 

 For additional information, contact 
 jjsayspoetryplz@gmail.com
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Upcoming Workshops

FREE EVENT | The Climate
Initiative Gulf Coast
Educator Workshop

The purpose of this workshop is
to create space for networking,
professional development, and
experiential engagement with
TCI's resources and programs.
You will learn about TCI's free

tools for youth climate
education and action, as well as

connect with local experts to
discuss extreme weather events

in our area. 

https://alabamawriterscooperative.org/2023-awc-conference
mailto:jjsayspoetryplz@gmail.com




https://campmcdowell.org/teacher-workshops-overview
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Environmental Education Association of Alabama
 

Email: eeaalabama@gmail.com
 

Website: eeaa.us
 

Facebook: Environmental Education Association of Alabama
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Special thank you to Mike Ezell for the nature
photography throughout this newsletter!


